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THE POWER OF PRAYER 
RICHARD GRÄF, CS.Sp.  

1957 

“My God and Creator, have pity on me in my anguish. The throes of childbirth are nothing com-
pared to the sorrow and trouble it costs to enable children to attain full stature as men! If it please 
Thee, my God, let me labor and suffer so that all my children be worthy of Thee and become such as 
Thou wouldst have them to be” God is ready at all times to listen to us; He is ever waiting for us. 
“The Master is come and calleth for thee” (John 11, 28). “Behold He shall neither slumber nor sleep, 
that keepeth Israel” (Ps. 120, 4). 

One should speak with an intimate friend on the subject one likes best. God accommodates Him-
self to us; He has regard for us as a mother has for her child, a friend for his friend. It would be an 
admirable thing if we could pray in complete accord with the spirit of the church year, rejoicing with 
the Saviour at Easter, mourning with Him on Good Friday (Rom. 12, 15). But the path along which 
God leads us does not always correspond with the course of the Church year. Men die too on Easter 
Sunday and on Christmas Day; on Good Friday others experience over-whelming joy. There is no 
need, then, for us to make the sequence of liturgical events sequence in the material for prayer. “We 
can and should proceed from events appropriate to the situation in which we find ourselves at the 
moment. We are not compelled to do violence to ourselves; if we feel so inclined we can make the 
Stations of the Cross on Easter Sunday as well. 

“A certain nun used to make the Stations every day of the year, on Christmas Day even and on 
Easter Sunday. This got on the nerves of a convent chaplain. After High Mass on Easter morning 
there she was again, making the Stations as on any other day! When he met her later on in the corridor 
he asked why was she celebrating Good Friday on Easter Sunday. ‘Are you not happy about the Res-
urrection?’ He meant the question to be a friendly but pointed one. For a moment the Sister looked at 
him as if she wished to say: Come! that is after all a private matter of my own! However, what she did 
say was: ‘Father, I have two sick wards to look after today, Easter Sunday though it be. My patients 
hang on their crosses every day of the year; two of them are likely to have their Good Friday today. 
The chaplain, abashed, felt sorry for himself!”  

For beginners a difficulty crops up not infrequently. Conducting a conversation is a two-sided af-
fair; now one, now another, tells what he has to say. But prayer is a one-sided conversation, a one-
sided dialogue. God keeps silent. He is often a charge on us, this silent God. If He would only talk! In 
conversation with our fellow men we usually do not object to our partner's silence. On the contrary, 
many are glad when they can monopolize the conversation. It is a listener they look for rather than 
one who joins in. “My Father worketh until now” (John 5, 17); He works in us too. If we were more 
disinterested we should experience something of His action within us. “He who will hear God's whis-
per, says Eckehart, must first silence all other voices.” As long as we have not reached that far we 
shall have to look for matter for our prayer. 
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1. There will be Catechism classes after 10:00 AM Mass this morning. 
2. Tuesday, August 10, 2010, is the Feast of St. Lawrence, Martyr.   
3. Wednesday, August 11, 2010, is the Nameday of our Sister Philomena, O.S.B., please remember Sister Philomena in 
a very special way on that day – and all the Sisters everyday  

4. This year the Feast of the Assumption of Our Most Blessed Mother Mary falls on a Sunday. Therefore, the Sunday 
obligation and the Holy Day obligation are both fulfilled by attending Sunday Mass only. However, next Sunday 
should be looked upon as a day for special prayer and a day of special holiness. The omnipresence of turmoil and ex-
traordinary natural events indicate the need of special help and protection of the Blessed Mother. Prayer - prayer - 
and more prayer is most important and necessary during these days and times. Next Sunday should be for us all a day 
of prayer.                                                            LET US NOT FORGET!  

5. Saturday, August 14, 2010, is the Vigil of the Feast of Assumption. It is NOT a day of Fast or Abstinence. 
6. Please pray for all the Sick and Shut-ins of our Chapels. LET US ALSO PRAY FOR EVERYONE. 
7. MASSES FOR THE WEEK: (Father Abbot Leonard’s schedule only.) 
   SUNDAY:  For the People of our Chapels                 

   MONDAY:   For John Maleszewski   
TUESDAY:  For the Poor Souls 
WEDNESDAY:  Special Int. of Sister Mary Philomena OSB 
THURSDAY:      Special Int. Danny Henderson 
FRIDAY:  Special Int. Catherine Schneider 
SATURDAY:  Welfare of Martha Gilliam                                                                           

 
 
 A Thought To Remember  A Thought To Remember  A Thought To Remember  A Thought To Remember  � 

If our word is holy – then our action which follows our word must also be holy! 

In every instance our action must always square with every word we utter. 

If not - - -  

We have no right to heap criticisms on the head of the poor Pharisee  

who went up to the Temple 

to pray. 

 

Beginning with the Month of September 2010, henceforth  

ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ANY MONTH,  

Mass will not take place at  

St. Pius V Chapel in Birmingham.,  

which means that henceforth,  

THERE WILL NOT BE MASS  

at St. Pius V Chapel on the First and Third Sundays of any Month.  
 

Father Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. 
 

“If we are to preserve our new life intact we must resolutely renounce everything that once proved a 
temptation to us, and uncompromisingly turn our back on the old ways. We sometimes think that we can 
safely indulge in an innocent manner an inclination which we formerly indulged in with guilt. This is an 
error. If we yield in any way to anything evil in ourselves, we shall drift back, little by little, into the 
channels of sin. To die with Christ and to rise with Him we must push our detachment to the very 
root of these inclinations in us which if at any time indulged in set us at variance with God. We must 
not temporize with the things which make a strong appeal to our sensitive nature. No matter how 
strong we may feel, we have our strength in weakness.  

We can never afford to relax our war with concupiscence. 


